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LJ knows her place in the world is on the soccer field. When she’s out there
scoring goals, everything' s right. But being a big-shot on the field has started
going to her head. She's been letting her temper get the best of her—both on the
field and off, alienating everyone around her. Everyone except Tabitha, the
popular girl who cares more about credit cards than yellow cards and spends
most of her time on the bench. But when it’s LJ on the bench instead of Tabitha,
forced to be a spectator instead of a star, she realizes that sometimes it takes more
skill and guts to make others look good instead of yourself. And that by losing a
little glory, you can win more than just championships.
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LJ knows her place in the world is on the soccer field. When she’s out there scoring goals, everything' s right.
But being a big-shot on the field has started going to her head. She's been letting her temper get the best of
her—both on the field and off, alienating everyone around her. Everyone except Tabitha, the popular girl
who cares more about credit cards than yellow cards and spends most of her time on the bench. But when it's
LJon the bench instead of Tabitha, forced to be a spectator instead of a star, she realizes that sometimes it
takes more skill and guts to make others ook good instead of yourself. And that by losing alittle glory, you
can win more than just championships.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 5-8 Lily, 12, isthe star of her soccer travel team. When her coach notices that her temper tantrums and
self-centeredness prevent her from being the team player she could be, he benches her. There are several
didactic monologues interspersed among some excellent play-by-play action scenes asLily learnsto
overcome her disappointment and gain a better perspective. Montalbano brings a bit of humor to the story by
describing parents of players as either Berries or Nuts those who occasionally glance up at a game between
texting on their BlackBerries and those who are overly obsessed with their child's performance on the field.
Even though Lily's thorough transformation appears to be a bit abrupt, soccer-playing readers will recognize
some of her traits either in themselves or in others and enjoy this tale of friendship through teamwork. Blair
Christolon, Prince William Public Library System, Manassas, VA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Seventh-grade soccer star Lily James learns hard |essons about teammates and team playing when ball
hogging earns her atwo-game suspension at the same time that an angry, impulsive gesture leads to hours of
washing dishes and windows in her father’ s restaurant to pay for a broken sign. Friendship issues, class
differences, and the tensions of an extended family in asmall house all play a part in this coming-of-age
story, but its central concern is soccer, as both a physical and a psychological game. First-time novelist
Montalbano, former cocaptain of her college team, writes convincingly, including appealing details of Lily’s
practice sessions with best friend Vee and new friend Tabitha as well as suspenseful play-by-play game
descriptions that will be welcomed by middle-school soccer enthusiasts. Like Lily, though, they may want to
ignore the excellent advice of her coach and her mother, given in homilies that go on just a bit too long. An
awkward story line and too-convenient ending are redeemed by the fast-paced action, which is certain to
appeal. Grades 5-8. --Kathleen Isaacs

Review
"Montalbano's love of the gameis clearly evident in the detailed, technical descriptions of each play." -
"Kirkus'

"Anideal pick for readers more interested in scoring goal s than boyfriends." - " Publishers Weekly"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ledie Babcock:

The book Breakaway can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Breakaway? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; it is possible to share al of these. Book Breakaway has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by start and read areserve. So it isvery
wonderful.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

David Eaton:

Here thing why this specific Breakaway are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of al reading through
abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. Breakaway giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Breakaway. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by
train. For anyone who is having difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of Breakaway in
e-book can be your substitute.

Dwight Roberts:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fithess of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Breakaway this e-book consist alot of the information with the condition of
thisworld now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes
this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

John Almanzar:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our expertise for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Breakaway was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has severa feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern eralike now, many waysto get book that you just wanted.
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