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This book offers a major exploration of the social and cultural importance of
popular music to contemporary celebrations of Britishness. Rather than providing
a history of popular music or an itemization of indigenous musical qualities, it
exposes the influential cultural and nationalist rhetoric around popular music and
the dissemination of that rhetoric in various forms. Since the 1960s, popular
music has surpassed literature to become the dominant signifier of modern
British culture and identity. This position has been enforced in popular culture,
literature, news and music media, political rhetoric -- and in much popular music
itself, which has become increasingly self-conscious about the expectation that
music both articulate and manifest the inherent values and identity of the modern
nation. This study examines the implications of such practices and the various
social and cultural values they construct and enforce. It identifies two dominant,
conflicting constructions around popular music: music as the voice of an
indigenous English ‘folk’, and music as the voice of a re-emergent British
Empire. These constructions are not only contradictory but also exclusive,
prescribing a social and musical identity for the nation that ignores its greater
creative, national, and cultural diversity. This book is the first to offer a
comprehensive critique of an extremely powerful discourse in England that today
informs dominant formulations of English and British national identity, history,
and culture.
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This book offers a major exploration of the social and cultural importance of popular music to contemporary
celebrations of Britishness. Rather than providing a history of popular music or an itemization of indigenous
musical qualities, it exposes the influential cultural and nationalist rhetoric around popular music and the
dissemination of that rhetoric in various forms. Since the 1960s, popular music has surpassed literature to
become the dominant signifier of modern British culture and identity. This position has been enforced in
popular culture, literature, news and music media, political rhetoric -- and in much popular music itself,
which has become increasingly self-conscious about the expectation that music both articulate and manifest
the inherent values and identity of the modern nation. This study examines the implications of such practices
and the various social and cultural values they construct and enforce. It identifies two dominant, conflicting
constructions around popular music: music as the voice of an indigenous English ‘folk’, and music as the
voice of a re-emergent British Empire. These constructions are not only contradictory but also exclusive,
prescribing a social and musical identity for the nation that ignores its greater creative, national, and cultural
diversity. This book is the first to offer a comprehensive critique of an extremely powerful discourse in
England that today informs dominant formulations of English and British national identity, history, and
culture.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a brilliant work of interpretation of modern British culture...[it is] a good book to read for
people who are working on pop culture studies themselves, historical or otherwise: it gives words to a
definition of modern British culture that many people have probably thought about but never
articulated. Also, it will make for a good final reading in a modern British history course at the
seminar level, especially one focused on the postimperial era." - David Simonelli, Journal of British
Studies

"This is an informative and often engaging read, which covers a broad sweep of the history of British
popular music with an evident enthusiasm for its subject. It represents a valuable contribution to the
corpus of academic literature on both popular music and national identity, and would be a welcome
addition to the reading lists of scholars and students of History, Music and English Literature, as well
as Cultural and Media Studies." --Ruth Adams, King’s College London, LSE Review of Books

"This volume is a fine examination of English pop music and evolving social attitudes and a must for
all academic libraries, but it really is more than that. Morra opens new areas of discussion and
reframes long-held competing theories and debates surrounding popular music. The book is not a
mere academic exercise. There is nothing dry or dull here, as Morra maintains that popular music
unsullied by sanitization imposed by the music industry is the legitimate voice of Britain. She invites
her audience to re-examine their music collection in new ways and to listen again, this time for the
sounds that have struggled to reshape Britain into a modern nation." -  James Martens, Popular Music
and Society

About the Author

Irene Morra is Senior Lecturer in the Department of English and Centre for Critical and Cultural Theory,
Cardiff University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Warfield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Britishness, Popular Music, and National Identity: The Making of Modern
Britain (Routledge Studies in Popular Music). Try to make book Britishness, Popular Music, and National
Identity: The Making of Modern Britain (Routledge Studies in Popular Music) as your friend. It means that it
can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Andrew Fogarty:

This Britishness, Popular Music, and National Identity: The Making of Modern Britain (Routledge Studies in
Popular Music) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason
why of this Britishness, Popular Music, and National Identity: The Making of Modern Britain (Routledge
Studies in Popular Music) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Britishness, Popular Music, and National Identity: The Making of Modern
Britain (Routledge Studies in Popular Music) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

James Daniels:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Britishness, Popular Music, and National Identity: The Making of Modern Britain (Routledge Studies in
Popular Music).

Robert Alston:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually Britishness, Popular Music, and National Identity: The Making of Modern Britain
(Routledge Studies in Popular Music).
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