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The second of four volumes of short stories which reflect Somerset Maugham's
wry perception of human foibles and gift for evoking drama from a sense of time
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Editorial Review

About the Author

W. Somerset Maugham (1874-1965) lived in Paris until he was ten. He was educated at King's School,
Canterbury, and at Heidelberg University. He afterwards walked the wards of St. Thomas's Hospital with a
view to practice in medicine, but the success of his first novel, Liza of Lambeth (1897), won him over to
letters. Something of his hospital experience is reflected, however, in the first of his masterpieces, Of
Human Bondage (1915), and with The Moon and Sixpence (1919) his reputation as a novelist was assured.

His position as one of the most successful playwrights on the London stage was being consolidated
simultaneously. His first play, A Man of Honour (1903), was followed by a procession of successes just
before and after the First World War. (At one point only Bernard Shaw had more plays running at the same
time in London.) His theatre career ended with Sheppey (1933). His fame as a short-story writer began
with The Trembling of a Leaf, sub-titled Little Stories of the South Sea Islands, in 1921, after which he
published more than ten collections.

W. Somerset Maugham's general books are fewer in number. They include travel books, such as On a
Chinese Screen (1922) and Don Fernando (1935), essays, criticism, and the self-revealing The Summing
Up (1938) and A Writer's Notebook (1949). He became a Companion of Honour in 1954. 

From AudioFile
No one who relishes the little ironies of life can fail to appreciate this second audio collection of Maugham's
short stories. It takes us on a strange journey to far worlds where we meet unusual people: the executioner in
a French penal colony; a lonely Englishman on a South Sea island; a wealthy baron who is happier defying
his parents, living the life of a Jewish musician. Charlton Griffin narrates with the ease of an urbane man of
the world, but recreates Maugham's strange characters with pleasure and gusto. While his narrative voice is
graceful and compelling, his characterizations are acutely individual, even bizarre. Their voices linger in our
memory long after the tape is off. Combined with an appropriate musical score and sound effects, this is a
thoroughly satisfying package. P.E.F. © AudioFile 2002, Portland, Maine-- Copyright © AudioFile,
Portland, Maine

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sally Oneal:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which you should start with. This Collected Short Stories: Volume 2 (Penguin 20th Century
Classics) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027671


Sheree Gonzalez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Collected Short Stories: Volume 2
(Penguin 20th Century Classics) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Donald Wexler:

Precisely why? Because this Collected Short Stories: Volume 2 (Penguin 20th Century Classics) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Troy Cochran:

This Collected Short Stories: Volume 2 (Penguin 20th Century Classics) is great publication for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can point
out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Collected Short Stories: Volume 2 (Penguin 20th Century Classics) in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book
that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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