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Darlene Ortiz was with Ice T for 17 years, beginning with his early days hustlin’
on the streets and his subsequent rise to fame. In Definition of Down: My Life
with Ice T & the Birth of Hip Hop, shetells how hip hop started with intimate
glimpses into their daily life with stories about their climb to the top and all the
rappers that got their start in those times. This black-and-white edition isfilled
with stories and photos never seen before of many hip hop icons.

Shawn Setaro, Forbes contributor and host on The Cipher, had this to say about
Definition of Down:

"Darlene Ortiz and Heidi Cuda have given us not only a beautiful and important
hip-hop story, but a great California story, family story, and love story to boot.
'‘Definition of Down' is a must-read for anyone interested in how hip-hop came to
be America's popular culture. Darlene was there at the forefront — dancing at
Radiotron, hanging with the Furious Five and the Zulu Nation, rooming with Biz
Markie, fighting Tipper Gore on 'Oprah,' and documenting the filming of '‘New
Jack City.' Thisbook gives us her one-of-a-kind perspective on those heady days
when rap went from afad to a cultural force."
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Darlene Ortiz was with Ice T for 17 years, beginning with his early days hustlin' on the streets and his
subsequent rise to fame. In Definition of Down: My Lifewith Ice T & the Birth of Hip Hop, shetells how hip
hop started with intimate glimpses into their daily life with stories about their climb to the top and all the
rappers that got their start in those times. This black-and-white edition is filled with stories and photos never
seen before of many hip hop icons.

Shawn Setaro, Forbes contributor and host on The Cipher, had this to say about Definition of Down:
"Darlene Ortiz and Heidi Cuda have given us not only a beautiful and important hip-hop story, but a great
California story, family story, and love story to boot. 'Definition of Down' is a must-read for anyone
interested in how hip-hop came to be Americas popular culture. Darlene was there at the forefront — dancing
at Radiotron, hanging with the Furious Five and the Zulu Nation, rooming with Biz Markie, fighting Tipper
Gore on 'Oprah," and documenting the filming of 'New Jack City.' This book gives us her one-of-a-kind
perspective on those heady days when rap went from afad to a cultural force."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Darlene Ortiz iswidely known as the first cover girl of rap. Her poses for such seminal Ice T albums as
Rhyme Pays and Power made her aHip Hop icon. She also starred in multiple music videos and modeled in
dozens of magazines. She co-hosts a radio show with comedian Corey Holcomb that boasts thousand of
listeners. Ortiz is afitness instructor, songwriter and can claim acting on her resume, starring in a scene with
Denzel Washington in the film Ricochet.

Heidi Siegmund Cudais an Emmy Award winning producer and the author of The Ice Opinion with Ice T,
the first book of rap. She also wrote Got Y our Back with Tupac’s bodyguard Frank Alexander; Sublime's
Brad Nowell: Crazy Fool (Portrait of a Punk); and Warped Book: Tales of Freedom and Psychotic Ambition,
about the Vans Warped Tour. Cudais aformer investigative producer for Fox 11 News and former music
critic and columnist for the Los Angeles Times. She now writes screenplays.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shanika Jeans:

The feeling that you get from Definition of Down: My Lifewith Ice T & the Birth of Hip Hop - b/w version
isamore deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Definition of Down: My Lifewith Ice T & the Birth of
Hip Hop - b/w version giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This specific book aso makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific
Definition of Down: My Lifewith Ice T & the Birth of Hip Hop - b/w version instantly.

Jose Brummitt:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Definition of Down: My Life with
Ice T & the Birth of Hip Hop - b/w version, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish
to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Mary Muncy:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Definition of Down: My Life



with lce T & the Birth of Hip Hop - b/w version that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for al you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Definition of Down: My Lifewith Ice T & the Birth of
Hip Hop - b/w version become your personal starter.

Randi Adams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Definition of Down: My Lifewith Ice T
& the Birth of Hip Hop - b/w version which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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