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The Kamasutra is the oldest extant textbook of erotic love. But it is more than a
book about sex. It is about the art of living--about finding a partner, maintaining
power in a marriage, committing adultery, living as or with a courtesan, using
drugs--and also, of course, about the many and varied positions available to
lovers in sexual intercourse and the pleasures to be derived from each.
The Kamasutra was composed in Sanskrit, the literary language of ancient India,
sometime in the third century, probably in North India. It combines an
encyclopedic coverage of all imaginable aspects of sex with a closely observed
sexual psychology and a dramatic, novelistic narrative of seduction,
consummation, and disentanglement. Best known in English through the highly
mannered, padded, and inaccurate nineteenth-century translation by Sir Richard
Burton, the text is newly translated here into clear, vivid, sexually frank English.
This edition also includes a section of vivid Indian color illustrations along with
three uniquely important commentaries: translated excerpts from the earliest and
most famous Sanskrit commentary (thirteenth century) and from a twentieth-
century Hindi commentary, and explanatory notes by the two translators.
The lively and entertaining introduction by translator Wendy Doniger, one of the
world's foremost Sanskrit scholars, discusses the history of The Kamasutra and
its reception in India and Europe, analyses its attitudes toward gender and sexual
violence, and sets it in the context of ancient Indian social theory, scientific
method, and sexual ethics.
"[This] new translation is fascinating, thought-provoking and occasionally even
amusing."--Salon.com

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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The Kamasutra is the oldest extant textbook of erotic love. But it is more than a book about sex. It is about
the art of living--about finding a partner, maintaining power in a marriage, committing adultery, living as or
with a courtesan, using drugs--and also, of course, about the many and varied positions available to lovers in
sexual intercourse and the pleasures to be derived from each.
The Kamasutra was composed in Sanskrit, the literary language of ancient India, sometime in the third
century, probably in North India. It combines an encyclopedic coverage of all imaginable aspects of sex with
a closely observed sexual psychology and a dramatic, novelistic narrative of seduction, consummation, and
disentanglement. Best known in English through the highly mannered, padded, and inaccurate nineteenth-
century translation by Sir Richard Burton, the text is newly translated here into clear, vivid, sexually frank
English. This edition also includes a section of vivid Indian color illustrations along with three uniquely
important commentaries: translated excerpts from the earliest and most famous Sanskrit commentary
(thirteenth century) and from a twentieth-century Hindi commentary, and explanatory notes by the two
translators.
The lively and entertaining introduction by translator Wendy Doniger, one of the world's foremost Sanskrit
scholars, discusses the history of The Kamasutra and its reception in India and Europe, analyses its attitudes
toward gender and sexual violence, and sets it in the context of ancient Indian social theory, scientific
method, and sexual ethics.
"[This] new translation is fascinating, thought-provoking and occasionally even amusing."--Salon.com

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tara Carlson:

This Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That
Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) without we realize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) can bring if you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) having great arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Sherrill Height:

This Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) can be one of
several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
a person with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Rebecca Dryden:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in
a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to.
The Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Kisha Hutton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics)



publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Kamasutra (Oxford World's Classics) as good
book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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