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In 1935, after the death of dictator General Juan Vicente Gómez, Venezuela
consolidated its position as the world's major oil exporter and began to establish
what today is South America's longest-lasting democratic regime. Endowed with
the power of state oil wealth, successive presidents appeared as transcendent
figures who could magically transform Venezuela into a modern nation. During
the 1974-78 oil boom, dazzling development projects promised finally to effect
this transformation. Yet now the state must struggle to appease its foreign
creditors, counter a declining economy, and contain a discontented citizenry. In
critical dialogue with contemporary social theory, Fernando Coronil examines
key transformations in Venezuela's polity, culture, and economy, recasting
theories of development and highlighting the relevance of these processes for
other postcolonial nations. The result is a timely and compelling historical
ethnography of political power at the cutting edge of interdisciplinary reflections
on modernity and the state.
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In 1935, after the death of dictator General Juan Vicente Gómez, Venezuela consolidated its position as the
world's major oil exporter and began to establish what today is South America's longest-lasting democratic
regime. Endowed with the power of state oil wealth, successive presidents appeared as transcendent figures
who could magically transform Venezuela into a modern nation. During the 1974-78 oil boom, dazzling
development projects promised finally to effect this transformation. Yet now the state must struggle to
appease its foreign creditors, counter a declining economy, and contain a discontented citizenry. In critical
dialogue with contemporary social theory, Fernando Coronil examines key transformations in Venezuela's
polity, culture, and economy, recasting theories of development and highlighting the relevance of these
processes for other postcolonial nations. The result is a timely and compelling historical ethnography of
political power at the cutting edge of interdisciplinary reflections on modernity and the state.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Magical State:
Nature, Money, and Modernity in Venezuela? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Rebecca Clark:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Magical State: Nature, Money, and
Modernity in Venezuela ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Magical State: Nature, Money,
and Modernity in Venezuela is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book The Magical State: Nature, Money, and Modernity in Venezuela. You never
really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

James Chavez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Magical State: Nature, Money,
and Modernity in Venezuela that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start examining
as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Magical State: Nature, Money, and Modernity in Venezuela
become your current starter.

Suzanne Mitchell:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has



been exactly added. This publication The Magical State: Nature, Money, and Modernity in Venezuela was
filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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