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These critically hailed translations of The Seagull, Uncle Vanya, The Three
Sisters and the other Chekhov plays are the only ones in English by a Russian-
language scholar who is also a veteran Chekhovian actor.

Without compromising the spirit of the text, Paul Schmidt accurately translates
Chekhov's entire theatrical canon, rescuing the humor "lost" in most academic
translations while respecting the historical context and original social climate.

Schmidt's translations of Chekhov have been successfully staged all over the U.S.
by such theatrical directors as Lee Strasberg, Elizabeth Swados, Peter Sellars and
Robert Wilson. Critics have hailed these translations as making Chekhov fully
accessible to American audiences. They are also accurate -- Schmidt has been
described as "the gold standard in Russian-English translation" by Michael
Holquist of the Russian department at Yale University.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Chekhov left a legacy of four major dramas as well as hundreds of short comic sketches and stories. Strongly
influenced by the Symbolist movement, Chekhov drew upon his personal experiences in depicting the lives
of the Russian landed gentry. The period 1996-2004 marks the centennial of the premieres of his best-known
plays and brings a renewed appreciation of his place in modern drama. The translations of The Three Sisters,
The Seagull, Uncle Vanya, and The Cherry Orchard by Rocamora (theater, Tisch Sch. of the Arts, NYU)
remain faithful to the period flavor of the original while being fresh and fluid for modern American actors
and audiences. Rocamora also provides a lengthy biographical sketch of Chekhov, which is useful for an
understanding of his works. A respected translator, dramaturge, actor, and playwright, Schmidt intends to re-
create in American English vernacular the vitality and humor of Chekhov. In this, he succeeds admirably,
particularly in some of the short comedies, such as The Proposal. Schmidt's translations seem the more
contemporary of the two work under review, and he makes use of many common vulgarisms in the
comedies?presumably bringing them closer to what Chekhov's audiences were familiar with. Both titles offer
fine contemporary translations that are a pleasure to read. If your collection can support only one "complete
Chekhov," go with Schmidt; otherwise, these two titles complement each other and can be recommended for
all modern drama collections.?Howard E. Miller, St. Louis
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Both an actor and a Russian scholar, Schmidt sets out to give us a Chekhov who makes sense...The result is
a surprisingly lively Chekhov, colloguial and clear, which will come as a revelation to those who know the
playwright through the widely read but rather stiff British translations....Schmidt's Chekhov should be the
first choice for any American reader."-- "Atlantic Monthly"

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Russian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Plays of Anton Chekhov will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some
of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Andre Rosier:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior



give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Plays of Anton
Chekhov is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Debbie Jackson:

This The Plays of Anton Chekhov are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this The Plays of Anton Chekhov can be one of the great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Plays of Anton Chekhov
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Fred Garza:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Plays of Anton Chekhov your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then
become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The The Plays
of Anton Chekhov giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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