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From the author of the acclaimed Crooked Heart comes another “smart, funny,
ingenious, revealing tale of London life during the Second World War” (The
Independent)—longlisted for the Orange Prize upon its original publication in
England.

It is 1940. France has fallen, and only a narrow strip of sea lies between Great
Britain and invasion. The war could go either way and everyone must do their
bit. Young copy writer Catrin Cole is drafted into the Ministry of Information to
help “write women” into propaganda films—something that the men aren’t very
good at.

She is quickly seconded to the Ministry’s latest endeavor: a heart-warming tale of
bravery and rescue at Dunkirk. It’s all completely fabricated, of course, but what
does that matter when the nation’s morale is at stake? Since call-up has stripped
the industry of its brightest and best, it is the callow, the jaded and the utterly
unsuitable who must make up the numbers: Ambrose Hilliard, third most popular
British film-star of 1924; Edith Beadmore, Madame Tussauds wardrobe assistant
turned costumier; and Arthur Frith, whose peacetime job as a catering manager
has not really prepared him for his sudden, unexpected elevation to Special
Military Advisor.

Now in a serious world, in a nation under siege, they must all swallow their
mutual distaste, ill-will, and mistrust to unite for the common good, for King and
Country, and—in one case—for better or worse....

“Evans displays a fine eye for detail and for the absurdities involved in
filming. She also brilliantly evokes the disruption and dangers of wartime
London. This funny, heart-warming and beautifully crafted novel is a must-
read.”—Daily Mail (London)
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From the author of the acclaimed Crooked Heart comes another “smart, funny, ingenious, revealing tale of
London life during the Second World War” (The Independent)—longlisted for the Orange Prize upon its
original publication in England.

It is 1940. France has fallen, and only a narrow strip of sea lies between Great Britain and invasion. The war
could go either way and everyone must do their bit. Young copy writer Catrin Cole is drafted into the
Ministry of Information to help “write women” into propaganda films—something that the men aren’t very
good at.

She is quickly seconded to the Ministry’s latest endeavor: a heart-warming tale of bravery and rescue at
Dunkirk. It’s all completely fabricated, of course, but what does that matter when the nation’s morale is at
stake? Since call-up has stripped the industry of its brightest and best, it is the callow, the jaded and the
utterly unsuitable who must make up the numbers: Ambrose Hilliard, third most popular British film-star of
1924; Edith Beadmore, Madame Tussauds wardrobe assistant turned costumier; and Arthur Frith, whose
peacetime job as a catering manager has not really prepared him for his sudden, unexpected elevation to
Special Military Advisor.

Now in a serious world, in a nation under siege, they must all swallow their mutual distaste, ill-will, and
mistrust to unite for the common good, for King and Country, and—in one case—for better or worse....

“Evans displays a fine eye for detail and for the absurdities involved in filming. She also brilliantly
evokes the disruption and dangers of wartime London. This funny, heart-warming and beautifully
crafted novel is a must-read.”—Daily Mail (London)
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Editorial Review

Review
“A wry, semi-sweet tale.” (Washington Post)

“The period details evoking London during the Blitz are masterfully done.” (Library Journal)

’A beautifully written, minutely observed and researched, evocative and very funny tale.” (Guardian,
London)

“This is a comic novel, but far warmer in tone and broader in scope than that label would
suggest....Gloriously observed...Hilliard is a wonderful creation—and Evans’s recreated propaganda scripts
are a total joy. Delicious.” (Times (London))

“I try not to say, ‘If there’s one novel you should read this summer..’ but Crooked Heart tempts me to say
it.” (Scott Simon, NPR, on Crooked Heart)

“Glorious. I loved every line of this book.” (Paula Hawkins, author of The Girl on the Train, on Crooked
Heart)

“In ‘Crooked Heart,’ Lissa Evans’s absorbing and atmospheric comic novel, another quietly heroic orphan
joins the canon….This is a wonderfully old-fashioned Dickensian novel, with satisfying plot twists….Both
darkly funny and deeply touching….It’s a crooked journey, straight to the heart.” (New York Times Book
Review on Crooked Heart)

“Beautifully written, minutely observed and researched, evocative and very funny tale.” (Guardian
(London))

“[Evans] displays a fine eye for detail and for the absurdities involved in filming. She also brilliantly evokes
the disruption and dangers of wartime London. This funny, heart-warming and beautifully crafted novel is a
must-read.” (Daily Mail (London))

From the Back Cover

NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE Starring Gemma Arterton, Sam Claflin, and Bill Nighy

It is 1940. France has fallen, and only a narrow strip of sea lies between Great Britain and invasion. The war
could go either way, and everyone must do their bit. Copywriter Catrin Cole is drafted into the Ministry of
Information to help “write women” into propaganda films—something the men aren’t very good at.

She is quickly seconded to the Ministry’s latest endeavor: a heartwarming tale of plucky sisters who help
rescue British soldiers from the beaches of Dunkirk. It’s all completely fabricated, of course, but what does
that matter when the nation’s morale is at stake? Since call-up has stripped the industry of its brightest and
best, it is the callow, the jaded, and the utterly unsuitable who make up the numbers. In a nation under siege,
they must all swallow their mutual distaste, ill will, and mistrust to unite for the common good, for King and
Country, and—in one case—for better or worse. . . .



About the Author

Lissa Evans, a former radio and television producer, is the author of three previous novels, including Their
Finest Hour and a Half, which was longlisted for the Orange Prize. Crooked Heart was also longlisted for
the Baileys Women's Prize for Fiction (formerly known as the Orange Prize); it is her first novel to be
published in the US. Evans lives in London with her family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eugene Glover:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Their Finest Hour And A Half. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Their Finest Hour
And A Half. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a
book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Vincenza Nagel:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Their Finest Hour And A Half to
read.

Elizabeth Smith:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Their Finest Hour And A Half it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Lillian Burbank:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching



TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Their Finest Hour And
A Half which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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