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This first major critical biography of Vladimir Nabokov, one of the greatest of
twentieth-century writers, finally allows us full access to the dramatic details of
his life and the depths of his art. An intensely private man, Nabokov was
uprooted first by the Russian Revolution and then by World War II. Transformed
into a permanent wanderer, he did not achieve fame until late in life, with the
success of Lolita. In this first of two volumes, Brian Boyd vividly describes the
liberal milieu of the aristocratic Nabokovs, their escape from Russia, Nabokov's
education at Cambridge, and the murder of his father in Berlin. Boyd then turns
to the years that Nabokov spent, impoverished, in Germany and France, until the
coming of Hitler forced him to flee, with wife and son, to the United States. This
volume stands on its own as a fascinating exploration of Nabokov's Russian
years and Russian worlds, prerevolutionary and émigré.

In the course of his ten years' work on the biography, Boyd traveled along
Nabokov's trail everywhere from Yalta to Palo Alto. The only scholar to have
had free access to the Nabokov archives in Montreux and the Library of
Congress, he also interviewed at length Nabokov's family and scores of his
friends and associates.

For the general reader, Boyd offers an introduction to Nabokov the man, his
works, and his world. For the specialist, he provides a basis for all future research
on Nabokov's life and art, as he dates and describes the composition of all
Nabokov's works, published and unpublished.

Boyd investigates Nabokov's relation to and his independence from his time,
examines the special structures of his mind and thought, and explains the
relations between his philosophy and his innovations of literary strategy and
style. At the same time he provides succinct introductions to all the fiction,
dramas, memoirs, and major verse; presents detailed analyses of the major books
that break new ground for the scholar, while providing easy paths into the works
for other readers; and shows the relationship between Nabokov's life and the
themes and subjects of his art.
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This first major critical biography of Vladimir Nabokov, one of the greatest of twentieth-century writers,
finally allows us full access to the dramatic details of his life and the depths of his art. An intensely private
man, Nabokov was uprooted first by the Russian Revolution and then by World War II. Transformed into a
permanent wanderer, he did not achieve fame until late in life, with the success of Lolita. In this first of two
volumes, Brian Boyd vividly describes the liberal milieu of the aristocratic Nabokovs, their escape from
Russia, Nabokov's education at Cambridge, and the murder of his father in Berlin. Boyd then turns to the
years that Nabokov spent, impoverished, in Germany and France, until the coming of Hitler forced him to
flee, with wife and son, to the United States. This volume stands on its own as a fascinating exploration of
Nabokov's Russian years and Russian worlds, prerevolutionary and émigré.

In the course of his ten years' work on the biography, Boyd traveled along Nabokov's trail everywhere from
Yalta to Palo Alto. The only scholar to have had free access to the Nabokov archives in Montreux and the
Library of Congress, he also interviewed at length Nabokov's family and scores of his friends and associates.

For the general reader, Boyd offers an introduction to Nabokov the man, his works, and his world. For the
specialist, he provides a basis for all future research on Nabokov's life and art, as he dates and describes the
composition of all Nabokov's works, published and unpublished.

Boyd investigates Nabokov's relation to and his independence from his time, examines the special structures
of his mind and thought, and explains the relations between his philosophy and his innovations of literary
strategy and style. At the same time he provides succinct introductions to all the fiction, dramas, memoirs,
and major verse; presents detailed analyses of the major books that break new ground for the scholar, while
providing easy paths into the works for other readers; and shows the relationship between Nabokov's life and
the themes and subjects of his art.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
These intimate, magisterial, prodigiously researched biographies illuminate the contours of the great author's
mind with sensuous precision. Photos.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This is the first volume of a detailed critical biography of the Russian-born author of Lolita ( LJ 8/58) and
Pale Fire ( LJ 5/15/62). Boyd's analysis of Nabokov's works is bracing, but his summary of the man's life is
sometimes infelicitous: "His heart and mind set on love and verse, young Vladimir Nabokov had neither eyes
nor ears for the smoke and rumble of history." We last see Nabokov, clearly alive to history by now, fleeing
France with his wife and son just ahead of Nazi troops; a second volume, The American Years, is to follow.
Boyd's biography supersedes Andrew Field's VN ( LJ 9/1/86), which Boyd and others have criticized as
inaccurate. Recommended for collections of modern literature.
- Grove Koger, Boise P.L., Id.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 1991

"Mr. Boyd has a remarkable gift for drawing life and literature together. . . .[What he does] in this impressive
biography reveals to us a Nabokov who has been far too little known. . . . As a biography [Boyd's] book can
hardly be surpassed. It is a definitive life of the man and a superbly documented chronicle of his time."--
Sergei Davydov, The New York Times Book Review

"A terrific biography: intelligent, compulsively readable, indispensable. Brian Boyd brings to his work a
passionate scholarship comparable to that in Nabokov's own encyclopedic edition of Pushkin's Eugene
Onegin. You just can't do better than that."--Michael Dirada, the Washington Post Book World

"To the short list of outstanding literary biographies in our time there must now be added another remarkable
achievement. . . . Brian Boyd had a great story to tell, and he has told it superbly."--Hilton Kramer, The
Wall Street Journal

"Boyd has many qualities which mark him as Nabokov's natural biographer."--Jane Grayson, The Times
Literary Supplement

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Enders:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Vladimir
Nabokov : The Russian Years? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can



spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jackson Cabrera:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Vladimir Nabokov : The Russian
Years. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Derek McCaleb:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Vladimir Nabokov : The Russian Years book as
beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Hattie Leclair:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the Vladimir Nabokov : The Russian Years when you needed it?
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